[Eleven year period of asymptomatic HIV infection in a patient after open heart surgery].
A case is described of a 62 years old patient in the initial stage of clinically overt HIV infection. The infection occurred probably 11 years earlier by means of blood transfusion during open heart surgery. The possible reasons for the long-term asymptomatic carriage of the virus and factors influencing the development of symptomatic HIV infection (AIDS) are discussed.